Across the
Great Divide

alifornia native Dennis Ziemienskd's

latest intings symbolize whart

ccaurs aloag the Contnental Divide.
Alamira Fine Art will present its first major
exhibition of large works by Ziemiensks when
it kicks off the season in Jacdkson, Wyoming,
with Acrorr she Grear Divide. The show open
May 23 with an artist recepeion from 6 10
8 p.m. Friday, May 27.

Gallery direcror Mark Tarrane urged the
prolific artist to do what he does best: paint
nostalgic. Ziemienskis Old  West-themed
paintings in oil often speak of 2 bygone ez
that szill remains evidens today. His strong and
richly colosed images borrow much of their
inspiration from eardy 20*.century painting
and posters.

His new universally appezling imagery
pays tibute to cthe largely mountainous
Ceatirental Divide. This grouping includes
iconic license plates representative  of
Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho-some based
on his own collection—a classic 1950 Chevy
truck, cowbays, mounszin men, and an iconic
neon sign of the Wagon Whed, 2 popular
restaurane in Jackson Hole.

“They're scenes you mighe see along the
road,” explains Ziemienski.

Not one to be pigeonholed 25 painting
only cowhoys and neon signs for which he's
well known, Ziemienski enjoys exploring all
ranges of subject matter. And in this collection
he presents more figurative works, 2 favosite
with his wife Ann.

“People like my people so [ wanzed 10 do
moce figures, and they always fiy off the walls,”
he says.

Theartist’s illustrative rooes are particularly
evident in his latest rendidon of an antique
1950 Chevy ted Red Truck. Several years ago
a2 smaller version was sold ar auction and the
painting eventually became the label for Red
Truck Wines, which Ziemienski was asked 10
design. He had wanted to do another vintage
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red truck piece bur only larger, and this is &t
"I draw these objects over and over again
10 get a berter feel The more | draw it, 1 get
a feeling of how the coloss should go and it
the composition works out,” says Ziemienski.
“This is a different verson of the smaller piece
that sold immediately. Here the hrushstrokes

are bigper and loaser. I want it to have an
impressionistic teel 10 it.” @
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Price Range Indicator

Chwr ar-a-glance Price Range Indicaror
shows what you can expect 1o pay for this
arrist’s work.
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